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Abstract

The objective of this study was to validate and conceptualize the multidimensional structure of the Sacred Defense curriculum model in
Iranian higher education. This research employed an exploratory mixed-methods design. In the qualitative phase, semi-structured
interviews with 12 experts in Sacred Defense studies and curriculum planning were conducted, and data were analyzed through open,
axial and selective coding. In the quantitative phase, a researcher-made questionnaire consisting of 28 items was administered to 70
university instructors teaching the Sacred Defense course. Instrument validity and reliability were examined using confirmatory factor
analysis, Cronbach’s alpha, composite reliability and AVE. Data analyses were performed using SPSS and SmartPLS. Confirmatory factor
analysis indicated that all constructs had acceptable factor loadings, with AVE values ranging from 0.40 to 0.68. Composite reliability
values exceeded 0.70 for all dimensions. Path analysis showed that “Role of Social Groups” (t = 50.15, p < .001, B = 0.924), “Resilience
and Resistance” (t = 22.49, p < .001, B = 0.855), and “Consequences of Sacred Defense” (t = 20.63, p < .001, = 0.829) had the
strongest effects on the curriculum model. Model fit indices (NFI = 0.92, SRMR = 0.066) confirmed an acceptable model fit. The findings
confirm that the Sacred Defense curriculum model possesses a valid, reliable, and multidimensional structure capable of guiding
curriculum development, evaluation and improvement in higher education. The model emphasizes national values, identity formation,
social participation and multidimensional narratives of the Sacred Defense, offering a robust foundation for enhancing curriculum quality.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Curriculum development in higher education increasingly requires alignment with societal, cultural, and
professional expectations, highlighting the need for models that integrate cognitive, ethical, and identity-
forming components within academic programs. As universities expand their mission beyond knowledge
transmission, contemporary research emphasizes curricula that strengthen employability, civic competence,
sustainability awareness, and social responsibility among learners. In this context, several scholars have
underscored the critical role of curriculum design in shaping students’ competencies and values. For example,
studies show that employment-oriented curriculum structures significantly enhance students’ readiness for the
labor market by equipping them with career-related skills and decision-making abilities (Tong, 2024).
Similarly, research in higher education entrepreneurship demonstrates that effective curricular interventions
must incorporate practical experience and stakeholder engagement to support students’ innovative capacities
(Tiberius & Weyland, 2024).

In parallel, there is growing recognition that curricula must address cultural identity, ethical development, and
socio-historical understanding. The integration of value-oriented content, including themes related to national
identity, civic participation, and collective memory, plays a foundational role in equipping students with a
deeper sense of belonging and responsibility. Scholars examining virtual education, inclusive learning, and

curriculum equity argue that educational systems should provide models that reflect students’ cultural realities



and historical narratives (Shariati et al., 2024). This perspective aligns with research emphasizing the role of
covert or hidden curriculum in shaping learners’ behavior and identity, particularly in contexts where values,
norms, and national heritage must be conveyed through formal education (Obaje, 2024).

Recent curriculum studies in Iran and other regions similarly highlight the need for designing comprehensive
and validated curricular frameworks that integrate ethical, social, cultural, and historical dimensions. For
instance, research on empowerment-based curriculum elements stresses the necessity of aligning instructional
components with students” developmental needs and societal expectations (Bagherianfar, 2024). In addition,
environmental and citizenship education models reveal that multidimensional curriculum structures can foster
deeper engagement, civic responsibility, and awareness of collective challenges (Bezi et al., 2024; Kafshchian
Moghadam et al., 2024). At the same time, challenges in higher education—including hidden curriculum
effects, program fragmentation, and inconsistency in learning outcomes—demand flexible curricular models
that accommodate diverse learning contexts and mitigate unintended messages within instruction (Heim et al.,
2024).

Higher education scholars also emphasize the critical role of curriculum planning in achieving sustainable
development, arguing that university programs must cultivate competencies such as ethical reasoning, social
responsibility, and an understanding of national and global challenges (Hosseini, 2024). Likewise, studies in
tourism education highlight the necessity of embedding sustainability-oriented content in higher education
curricula to promote long-term cultural and environmental awareness (Mirerahimi et al., 2023). Furthermore,
research on blended education reveals that well-designed curriculum models can enhance flexibility,
accessibility, and the depth of student engagement when properly aligned with institutional goals and learner
needs (Nourizadeh & Zeinabadi, 2023).

From the technological perspective, advances in data-driven educational evaluation underscore the importance
of assessing curriculum effectiveness through empirical models. For example, algorithm-based assessments of
curriculum implementation highlight how modern analytical tools can inform curriculum design and
continuous improvement (Wang, 2023). Students’ perceptions of curriculum implementation in higher
education also demonstrate that engagement, relevance, and instructional quality significantly influence
learning outcomes (Sumantri, 2023). Such findings reiterate the necessity for curriculum frameworks that are
both pedagogically effective and culturally meaningful.

Given this international and national body of research, the design and validation of a curriculum model for the
subject of Sacred Defense (Dafa-e Mogaddas) in Iranian higher education becomes a crucial undertaking. The
Sacred Defense represents a foundational historical and cultural experience for the Iranian society, and its
curricular representation must encapsulate multidimensional values such as national identity, social cohesion,
resistance culture, and historical understanding. Despite the significance of this topic, limited studies have
systematically developed a validated curricular framework that reflects expert perspectives, empirical

evidence, and student needs. Therefore, constructing a scientifically grounded and culturally relevant



curriculum model is essential to support higher education institutions in designing effective courses that
convey the historical depth, ethical dimensions, and national significance of the Sacred Defense.

Based on this need, the present study aimed to design and validate a comprehensive curriculum model for the
Sacred Defense in higher education.

Methods and Materials

This study applied a mixed-methods exploratory design consisting of a qualitative phase followed by a
quantitative validation phase. The qualitative component involved semi-structured interviews with subject-
matter experts in curriculum studies and Sacred Defense scholarship. Participants were selected purposefully
based on expertise, academic background, and professional experience. Interview data underwent open, axial,

and selective coding to identify core categories and structural dimensions of the proposed curriculum model.

The quantitative phase involved survey administration using a researcher-constructed questionnaire derived
from qualitative findings. The population included faculty members teaching Sacred Defense courses in higher
education. A sample was obtained through accessible sampling, and data were analyzed using confirmatory
factor analysis (CFA) and structural equation modeling (SEM). Reliability was assessed using Cronbach’s
alpha and composite reliability, while validity was examined through AVE and factor loadings. Additional
statistical tests included Pearson correlation coefficients and goodness-of-fit indices.

Findings

Analysis of descriptive statistics indicated that all main variables demonstrated relatively high mean scores,
suggesting positive attitudes toward the components of the Sacred Defense curriculum model. Factor loadings
across all constructs exceeded acceptable thresholds, confirming the structural integrity of the model. AVE
values ranged from moderate to high, and composite reliability scores confirmed internal consistency.
Correlation analysis revealed strong and significant relationships among all curriculum components, including
transmission of concepts, social and cultural consequences, national identity, roles of social groups, resistance
culture, social support, and value systems. The overall construct demonstrated high correlation coefficients
with each subcomponent, indicating that the proposed curriculum model possesses a coherent theoretical
structure.

The confirmatory factor analysis showed excellent fit indices. NFI exceeded 0.90, and SRMR was below 0.08,
indicating strong model fit. Structural equation modeling confirmed that all components had significant effects
on the overarching curriculum construct. Standardized path coefficients ranged from 0.70 to 0.92, with t-values
demonstrating strong statistical significance.

Collectively, results supported the factorial structure, reliability, and validity of the proposed Sacred Defense
curriculum model.

Discussion and Conclusion

Findings of the study demonstrate that the Sacred Defense curriculum encompasses multiple interconnected

dimensions that together form a coherent and pedagogically meaningful structure. The strong statistical



relationships among components indicate that teaching the Sacred Defense requires an integrative approach
that connects historical understanding, value transmission, national identity, social participation, and cultural
consequences. The significance of elements such as resistance culture, social support, and national identity
highlights the importance of embedding ethical, emotional, and civic dimensions within the curriculum rather
than presenting the Sacred Defense solely as a historical event.

The high factorial validity of components such as value systems, roles of various social groups, and
transmission of key concepts suggests that an effective curriculum must reflect collective narratives and shared
societal memory. The model emphasizes that students need both analytical and experiential engagement to
fully appreciate the complexities of the Sacred Defense. Moreover, the strong model fit indicates that the
curriculum framework is theoretically sound and empirically supported.

Overall, the study contributes a validated and comprehensive curriculum model that can guide universities in
structuring Sacred Defense courses in a way that is pedagogically effective, culturally relevant, and aligned

with national educational goals.
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