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Abstract

This study aims to develop a sociological model explaining the role of marginalization in shaping the situation of working children in critical
districts of Karaj. This applied quantitative study employed a survey design. The statistical population consisted of marginalized residents
of Kamalshahr, Sohrabiya, Hesar, and Islamabad districts of Karaj. The sample size was determined as 384 using Cochran’s formula, and
450 questionnaires were distributed to enhance accuracy. Research instruments included a standard marginalization questionnaire and a
researcher-developed working children questionnaire. Data were analyzed using SPSS and LISREL through confirmatory factor analysis
and structural equation modeling. Path analysis demonstrated a significant direct effect of marginalization on working children. Economic,
social, cultural, political, and demographic structural-functional disorders significantly predicted marginalization. Economic and social
disorders exerted the strongest effects, whereas political disorder showed the weakest. Model fit indices confirmed satisfactory alignment
between empirical data and the proposed conceptual model. Marginalization constitutes a central mechanism in the persistence of child
labor, indicating the necessity of integrated socioeconomic and structural reforms in marginalized areas of Karaj.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Child labor remains one of the most persistent and structurally rooted social problems of contemporary
societies, reflecting deep-seated inequalities, institutional failures, and systemic exclusion. Across both
developed and developing contexts, the phenomenon of children’s premature entry into the labor market has
been consistently associated with long-term physical, psychological, and social harm, eroding human capital
and perpetuating intergenerational cycles of poverty and marginalization (Sharma, 2024; Torgah, 2024).
Sociological theory has long emphasized that such large-scale social problems cannot be reduced to individual
or familial shortcomings but rather emerge from dysfunctions within the economic, political, cultural, and
social structures of society (Aron & Parham, 2002; Ritzer & Nayebi, 2018). In this framework, child labor
represents a visible manifestation of deeper structural disorganization.

Urbanization processes, particularly in developing countries, have significantly intensified this dynamic. Rapid
rural-urban migration, uneven development, and inadequate urban planning have led to the expansion of
informal settlements and marginalized urban peripheries, creating environments in which child labor becomes
a normalized survival strategy (Hejazinia et al., 2022; Shaterian & Oshnooei, 2018; Tavangar, 2018).

Empirical studies in Iran and comparable societies demonstrate that marginalization functions as a structural



incubator of social harms, among which child labor is one of the most pervasive (Aghapourfarkoush et al.,
2018; Janbozorgi et al., 2020). Research in Karaj further confirms that the spatial concentration of poverty,
migration, and social exclusion in peripheral neighborhoods directly correlates with higher prevalence of
working and street children (Imani, 2012).

At the household level, economic deprivation, unemployment, family instability, and weakened social support
networks significantly increase children’s vulnerability to labor exploitation (Abbaspour & Naserbakht, 2021;
Aghajan, 2016; Naz et al., 2019). However, beyond material hardship, cultural mechanisms such as the
internalization of the “culture of poverty” play a critical role in legitimizing child labor and reproducing it
across generations (Ahmadi & Iman, 2015; Ahmadi & et al., 2019). These cultural adaptations interact with
structural pressures, creating a self-reinforcing system in which child labor becomes socially normalized and
politically invisible (Afrasiabi et al., 2021).

International evidence further supports this multi-layered interpretation. Studies show that perceived
marginalization is strongly associated with deteriorating mental health, reduced social trust, and diminished
future aspirations among children and youth (Jang et al., 2023; Kurys, 2024). Moreover, new forms of
marginalization emerging within digital economies and opaque governance systems demonstrate that social
exclusion increasingly transcends physical space and operates through complex institutional mechanisms
(Kojah et al., 2025). These insights underscore the necessity of developing comprehensive sociological
models capable of explaining how structural-functional disorders interact with marginalization to produce and
sustain child labor.

Despite extensive scholarship, most existing studies in Iran have examined child labor through fragmented
lenses—economic, cultural, or familial—without offering an integrated explanatory framework. This gap is
particularly evident in rapidly expanding urban centers such as Karaj, where structural vulnerabilities intersect
in concentrated forms (Hosseini, 2015; Moghaddam et al., 2022; Mohammadi, 2015). Accordingly, the
present study seeks to construct and empirically validate a comprehensive sociological model explaining how
structural-functional disorders across economic, social, cultural, political, and demographic domains generate
marginalization and, in turn, produce child labor in the critical districts of Karaj.

Methods and Materials

This applied study employed a quantitative survey design. The statistical population consisted of marginalized
residents of four critical districts of Karaj: Kamalshahr, Sohrabiya, Hesar, and Islamabad. Using Cochran’s
formula, a sample of 384 participants was determined, and to increase precision and reduce sampling error,
450 questionnaires were distributed.

Two instruments were utilized: a standardized marginalization questionnaire measuring structural-functional
disorders (economic, social, cultural, political, and demographic) and a researcher-developed questionnaire

assessing the condition of working children across economic, social, family, cultural, health, migration, and



demographic dimensions. Data were analyzed using SPSS and LISREL software through confirmatory factor
analysis and structural equation modeling.

Findings

The results of path analysis demonstrated a significant and direct effect of marginalization on child labor ( =
0.50, t = 6.14). Structural-functional economic disorder exerted the strongest direct influence on
marginalization (B = 0.65), followed by social disorder (B = 0.62), cultural disorder (f = 0.51), demographic-
attraction disorder (B = 0.42), demographic-repulsion disorder (B = 0.48), and political disorder ( = 0.39).
Indirect effects of these disorders on child labor through marginalization were also statistically significant.
Model fit indices indicated strong empirical support for the proposed conceptual framework (y*df = 1.685;
RMSEA = 0.057; CFI = 0.92; GFI = 0.90; AGFI = 0.91; NFI = 0.90). All hypothesized paths were confirmed
across the four districts and in the full sample.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings provide compelling evidence that child labor in Karaj is fundamentally rooted in structural
marginalization rather than isolated family-level factors. Economic dysfunction, manifested through poverty,
unemployment, inflation, and housing instability, constitutes the primary engine of marginalization, cascading
into social disintegration, cultural normalization of deprivation, political inefficacy, and demographic
displacement.

The dominance of economic and social disorders highlights the interdependence of material deprivation and
weakened social cohesion in sustaining child labor. Cultural dysfunction further entrenches this cycle by
reshaping values and expectations in ways that normalize child labor as a legitimate survival strategy. Political
dysfunction, although comparatively weaker, nonetheless amplifies vulnerability through ineffective
governance and insufficient social protection.

The results validate a systems-based interpretation of child labor: structural-functional disorders interact across
domains to generate marginalization, which in turn operates as the immediate social context within which child
labor becomes both necessary and normalized. The model thus advances understanding beyond reductionist
explanations and underscores the need for integrated structural interventions.

This study demonstrates that child labor in Karaj emerges from a complex configuration of structural-
functional disorders that collectively produce and sustain urban marginalization. Addressing child labor
therefore requires coordinated reforms targeting economic stability, social cohesion, cultural transformation,
political accountability, and demographic management. Without comprehensive structural change, localized

or short-term interventions are unlikely to disrupt the entrenched cycle of marginalization and child labor.
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